Mathern                         
Community         

Council

	MINUTES FOR 8th January 2024

	

	
	

	

	1. Councillors Present -:

	

	a. Mathern: Cllr David Harris, Cllr M Sidwell    
b. County Councillor: -County Cllr L Brown 
c. Mounton: - 
d. Pwllmeyric: -.Cllr S Stevens, Gareth Page.   

e. Clerk: - Mrs. Jane Kelley

	
	

	2. Councillors Apologies-:

	

	a. Mathern: - Cllr J Harris 
b. Mounton: - One Vacancy 
c. Pwllmeyric–  – One Vacancy

	
	

	3. Members of the Public: -

	

	     None
4.Member of Police 

	 
	

	2 present
	

	
	

	60/23  PROCEDURAL ITEMS
	

	
	

	1. Public Comment: -
A dropped kerb had been requested for the junction at Mathern Road, and Millers Arms junction. 
2. To receive police report 
	

	

	There is very little to report relevant crime/ information  wise since the last report apart from the following :

28/11/2023 – Report of a 1 vehicle non injury RTC ( road traffic collision ) near Hayesgate lane in the early hours of the morning . The vehicle had ended up on its side after clipping the verge .

8/12/2024 – Report of a tracking device wrapped in paper with Sellotape found on the lane towards Mounton House Park . It also had a magnet attached to it . No reports of anything like this reported missing so logged as found property .


	

	3. Apologies: -  


	 

	

	4. Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interest: -


	Cllr M Sidwell Grant applications Mathern Village Hall.  

	

	5. Minutes of the previous meeting: -



	a. RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting 13th November 2023 and Finance Meeting Monday 11th December 2023. as true and accurate records.   These were to be signed by Cllr D Harris.  To be placed on the Website.

	

	61/23 Finance 

	

	      a.  To consider approval of payments as per below. All approved.
b. Monthly Bank Reconciliation authorisation – Cllr M Sidwell
c. Agree Precept 2024/2025 – agreed to remain unchanged from last year £23225.00
d. Consider Grant Applications  - Two grants were considered 
· Use of a cherry picker to instal Christmas lights on the Village Christmas Tree Requested £440.00 – Grant approved £220.00 50% of requested amount  
· 50% of costs to provided WIFI connectivity for Mathern Village Hall for use during meetings – Requested 159.00 – Approved £159.00  


	        

	Payments /December January 

Receipt Precept £7742.00 
Date 

Name  

Amount 

20 12 2023
M C C (Credit Precept)
7742.00
21 12 2023
Charges HSBC 
5.00
28 12 2023
J Kelley Home Fee 
26.00
28 12 2023
Salary 
622.33
28 12 2023
HMRC 
120.37
05 01 2024 

Stock It Ltd

55.20

08 01 2024

Telephone Internet  

64.05

12 01 2024

Grant Village Hall 

159.00

12 01 2024

Grant Village Hall 

220.00



	62/23 Responses to queries raised at previous meetings:

	a) Any update Welsh Water Meeting Re Mounton Brook 
Teams meeting agreed for 09 01 2024 – Cllr G Page to attend and County Councillor L Brown            


	

	63/23 HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATHS
Clerk to chase November Highways list 

· Road sweeper needed Lower Mathern following floods especially under motorway bridge.

· Road sweeper needed Pwllmeyric Hill.

· Chapel Lane Hedges need cutting around lampposts.

· Footpath Garden Centre – Hayesgate needs cutting back – narrowed due to overgrown verges/foliage . 

· Footpath Mathern to A48 – narrowed due to overgrown foliage 

· Crazy paving under motorway bridge Mathern broken away following recent flooding.

· Large potholes Mathern Road – especially dangerous to Cyclist.

· Large potholes – Pwllmeyric to Mounton (Bayfield) Adjacent with Mounton House Park Lane   

· Footbridge Mathern Fisheries damaged following recent storms.

· Hedge needs cutting back Birdwood Gardens lamp post Number  

	

	64/23 COUNCILLORS REPORTS/CLERK REPORTS

a. OVW– No updates.
Meeting Thursday 11th January 2024
b. Defibrillator checks 

All checked and working.   
Slab still broken under defibrillator.                 

c. County Councillor Brown advised:

COUNTY COUNCILLOR  DECEMBER  2023 & JANUARY 2024
County Councillor Brown advised:

Cabinet on the 15th of November 2023

The above meeting consisted of a report on the Budget shortfall of £14.4 million for the financial year 2024/25. As well as a report on the developing My Day My Life centre in Abergavenny, the decision of which has been called in to a Special People Scrutiny meeting being held on the 1st of December. The Cabinet reports can be found at the following link:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=5974
Special People Scrutiny meeting link on the 1st of December can be found here:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=5989
Performance and Overview Committee on the 22nd of November 2023

The above committee considered various reports including the budget monitoring for month 5 (August) which showed an overall revenue shortfall of £124K (unhelpfully months out of date), the LDP monitoring report and the school funding formula for the King Henry School in Abergavenny. The LDP monitoring report showed that Housing delivery records covering the 10-year plan period 2011 - 2021 set out that the Plan had delivered a shortfall of 1,500 homes (33.3%) when compared to the 10-year Plan requirement of 4,500 dwellings. The reports can be found at the following link:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=305&MId=5545
 Welsh Government Council Tax Reform Consultation entitled A Fairer Council Tax

Proposed increases in Council Tax for Monmouthshire  Residents

The Welsh Government is currently consulting on the second phase of the consultation on Council Tax reform  called a Fairer Council Tax, which is likely to lead to increased council tax  for Monmouthshire residents, on top of any annual increases.
The Assessment by the Institute of Fiscal Studies (IFS)  is quoted in italics as follows:

“Moreover, while the difference in (2003) values between a property in Band A and a property in Band I is at least 9.5-fold, the difference in tax bills is just 3.5-fold. Council tax is therefore both increasingly out of date and arbitrary, and highly regressive with respect to property values. In other words, it is ripe for revaluation and reform.

Following on from a previous consultation on the broader principles for reform, the Welsh Government’s new consultation document sets out three possible approaches: 

(1) Minimal reform: a pure revaluation, where properties would be placed into one of nine bands based on estimates of their up-to-date values, and where band thresholds would be updated so that the same fraction of properties would be in each of the nine bands as now across Wales as a whole.

(2) Modest reform: a less regressive, revalued 9-band system, where in addition to the steps taken in (1), the tax rates applied to Bands A to C would be reduced relative to the Band D rate, and those applied to Bands E to I would be increased.

(3) Expanded reform: a less regressive, revalued 12-band system, where properties would be placed into one of 12 new bands based on estimated up-to-date values, and where there would be one additional band at the bottom (A1) and two additional bands at the top (J and K) of the value distribution, with Bands A1 to C facing lower relative tax rates and Bands E to K facing higher relative tax rates than presently.”
Changes in Average Council Tax Bills

“The example expanded reform, a 12-band system with less regressive tax rates would see average bills rise most in Monmouthshire (+16%) and the Vale of Glamorgan( +15%) and fall most in Blaenau Gwent (-12%) and Denbighshire (-11%) …” (See page 10 IFS Assessment).

Table 3.2  shows the changes in the average net council tax bill currently and under a  reformed system, showing the greatest impact on both Monmouthshire and the Vale of Glamorgan. 

For Monmouthshire  bills would increase for Minimal  by +3.3%, Modest by  13.5%,  and Expanded by 16% . So, under these reforms average council tax bills could go up by up to 16%. (See page 45  Assessment by IFS).
First question on the 3 options
The first question of this consultation asks about if there should be minimal reform, modest or expanded reform, or other views. 

As there is no option to say no reform it is recommended that the response is minimal reform as otherwise those who want no reform may put the answer in other views which will then lower the numbers saying minimal reform and thereby increase the  comparative proportion saying modest or expanded reform. It is likely there will be some reform in view of this being a manifesto commitment of the Welsh Labour Government supported by Plaid Cymru.
Changes to Revenue Support Grant (RSG)
The IFS assessment  indicates that there would then be changes proposed in the amount of Revenue Support Grant (RSG)  from the Welsh Government which on an expanded reform would mean Monmouthshire receiving £12.5 million less, £134 per person less and Rhonda Cyon Taf £9.4 million more or £40 per person extra. So even though residents would be paying more in council tax under a reformed system, the Council  would get even less money from the Welsh Government RSG to pay for Council services. ( see pages 40 and 41).

Rhonda Cynon Taf already have high built-up reserves due to favourable RSG settlements from Welsh Government  but Monmouthshire only has £5m.

Monmouthshire residents already pay about  40% of the council costs compared to the average of 20% for other Local Authorities in Wales due to receiving much lower RSG from the Welsh Government. It would mean that the residents would pay more council tax but the council would not have any more resources due to a corresponding cut in the RSG.

The consultation puts forward the idea that the council tax is only 3.5 times the  lowest band but 9.5 times highest band in property value,  it incorrectly assumes that those in highest bands have 9.5 times the income. 

Comments and responses must be received by the 6th of February 2024.

This is the link to the Consultation:

https://www.gov.wales/consultation-fairer-council-tax-phase-2-html
This is the link to the Assessment report from the IRS:

https://ifs.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-11/R287-Assessing-the-Welsh-Government%E2%80%99s-consultation-on-reforms-to-council-tax.pdf
Monmouthshire Local Transport Plan

A Local Transport  Plan consultation has been conducted over the Christmas/New Year period.  I asked for it to be extended until the end of January, but it was only extended to the 5th of January. The emphasis being on active travel measures as opposed to the need for road infrastructure improvements:
https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/2023/11/consultation-on-the-monmouthshire-local-transport-plan/
County Council on the 7th of December 2023

The County Council considered various reports including the annual social care report, safeguarding evaluation and relocation of the pupil referral system to Mounton House School Pwllmeyric. The Conservative group supports Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) work but voted against it, due to the fact that the report went to full council without having gone to a scrutiny committee beforehand.

There was a motion on bins for boys in male toilets in relation to the need for  men who have Prostate cancer/urinary incontinence. I also asked some questions on the High Beech roundabout and the Local Transport Plan consultation. The link to the meeting can be found here:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5411


	d. Review - Model Standing Orders – first draft circulated
Resolved to adopt New Standing Orders 08 01 2024.

	

	65/23 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Plus any applications received after Agenda is issued.

a. New applications – 

b. Decisions and Appeals - 

c. Enforcement -       



Clerk to request a monthly enforcement list for our area.  

66/23 CORRESPONDENCE AND FORTHCOMING MEETINGS   

 11 12 2023
Invoice Mathern Village Hall Rent Paid 18.00

11 12 2023
MCC Planning Dm/2023/01636

11 12 2023
OVW Agenda meeting 11 01 2024

11 12 2023
Vacancy Clerk Llangubi Fawr 

13 12 2023
Clerks Salary December approved 0 M Sidwell

13 12 2023
SLCC Bulletin 

14 12 2023
OVW Country side code update 

14 12 2023
Cost of living poster OVW 

15 12 2023
OVW Training 2024

15 12 2023
OVW Free Webinar

20 12 2023
OVW Vacancy Senior Interaction Designed 

20 12 2023
OVW Vacancy Clerk Llangybi

21 12 2023
MCC Letter re Precept 21 01 2024

22 12 2023
TTRO Consultation A48 Crick  

29 12 2023    MCC Re ash dieback Crick A48 

31 12 2023   Circuit re de fib status

01 01 2024   Stock It Invoice 55.20

01 01 2024   Merlin Invoice 91.00

02 01 2024   OVW Training list 

03 01 2024   Grant Application Mathern Village Hall 

04 01 2024   Community Speed meeting 

04 01 2024   OVW Meeting 11 01 2024

04 01 2024   Draft County Council report 

07 01 2024   SLCC Meeting 06 03 2024

07 01 2024  Cost for training J Mcconnachie 

07 01 2024  Police Report  

	67/23
OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

	

	Community Resilience - Climate Emergency – 

Road sweeper to be requested to lift leaves from kerbs and clear footpaths.

Cllrs noted the damage caused by flooding under the motorway bridge Mathenr and broken footbridge Mathern.  Cllrs to continue to monitor the drain issues within the three villages and report back to the monthly Council meetings. 
CPR training 
This was agreed for Monday 19th February at 7pm in the small room of the village hall.

Clerk to advertise the event and book the first 12 people who respond onto the session. 

	Pwllmeyric Co-Opt Vacancy – 
Clerk to readvertise as no candidates had come forward. 

Mounton Co-opt Vacancy – 
Clerk to readvertise as no candidate has come forward 


	68/23PROJECTS AWAITING COMPLETION

	

	

	

	69/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	

	Next meeting:  5th February 2024

Signed                                              Dated 
   

	

	

	


