Mathern                         
Community         

Council

	MINUTES FOR 11th March 2024

	

	
	

	

	1. Councillors Present -:

	

	a. Mathern: Cllr D Harris Cllr M Sidwell     
b. Mounton: - Vacancy 
c. Pwllmeyric: -.Cllr S Stevens,   

d. County Councillor L Brown 

	
	

	2. Councillors Apologies-:

	

	a. Mathern: - Cllr J Harris 
b. Mounton: - One Vacancy 
c. Pwllmeyric–  Cllr G Page 
d. Clerk J Kelley 

	
	

	3. Members of the Public: -
None 

	

	4.Member of Police 

	 
	

	None
	

	
	

	80/23  PROCEDURAL ITEMS
	

	
	

	1. Public Comment: -
None 
2. To receive police report None received 
	

	

	
	

	3. Apologies: -  
Cllr J Harris, Cllr G Page and Clerk Jane Kelley  

	 

	

	4. Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interest: -


	None 

	

	5. Minutes of the previous meeting: -



	a. RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting 5th February 2024 as true and accurate records.   These were to be signed by Cllr D Harris To be placed on the Website.

	

	81/23 Finance 

	

	      a.  To consider approval of payments as per below. All approved.
b. Monthly Bank Reconciliation authorisation – January and February 
Clerk to arrange for Cllr M Sidwell to approve these. 
c. Grant Applications – None received 


	    

	Payments February/March 

Date 

Name  

Amount 

06 02 2024

Stock it 

55.20

12 02 2024

Smart Pension 

142.35

12 02 2024

Merlin Waste 

109.20

19 02 2024

Mathern and District Club Rent 

54.00

19 02 2024

Cllr S Stevens (allowance) 

156.00

20 02 2024
Training CPR 
100.00
20 02 2024

Planning Aid (training Cllr S Stevens)

50.00

28 02 2024
Salary 
677.00
28 02 2024
NI and Paye 
144.32
28 02 2024

J Kelley Home Fee 

26.00



	

	82/23 Responses to queries raised at previous meetings:

	a) Any update Welsh Water Meeting Re Mounton Brook 
Next Meeting 8th April No further update 

	b) MCC enforcement list circulation
Chairman has written to MCC requesting this information to be issued, we have asked how we are to communicate with our electorate without this information.

	c) St Tewdrics Church following public update last meeting
No Action – There is a community welcome event in the Village Hall 10th May 2024
d) Agree protocol when flood occur in Villages 
 Clerk to contact MCC to ask for their protocol when bridge is in flood and a list of emergency processes for residents to follow, what is MCC emergency plan and process.
83/23 HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATHS
a) Footpaths issues 

Ongoing issue with (quote issue number 18877) right on way closed - Clerk to seek solution from MCC re a temporary scaffold solution so that access to St Pierre can be opened.   
b) Any other highways issues to be reported to MCC 

	Chase foliage around light Birdwood Gardens Post Number 
Potholes reported in middle of road outside Village Hall 

PotHoles outside entrance St Tewdrics House 

	84/23 COUNCILLORS REPORTS/CLERK REPORTS

a. OVW– No updates.
Cllr S Stevens to attend joint event OVW/Planning Aid 07 03 2024.  Cost £50.00  

b. Defibrillator checks 

All checked and working.   
Slab still broken under defibrillator, Mounton Brook aware and scheduled to change slabbed area.                 

c. County Councillor Brown advised:

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT MARCH  2024

County Councillor Brown advised:

Performance and Overview Committee  20th of February  2024

The above committee considered the scrutiny of the month 9 budget report  and school examination performance for the secondary schools in Monmouthshire for the years 2022- 2023 , with Chepstow comprehensive school doing well but like Monmouth having a lower percentage of  FSM (free school meals) pupils. The report on attendance figures shows primary schools recovering from pre-pandemic levels but as a whole Secondary school’s attendance figures remain below pre-pandemic levels. 

The reports can be found in the following link:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=305&MId=5547
Cabinet Report of the 28th of February 2024

The above committee considers the month 9 budget proposals as well as the final proposals for the budget for 2023/24 following consultation. The additional documents marked 1a covers the consultation response analysis and 1b the final revenue and budget proposals. It can be seen from the main report at item 4 that the budget proposal to cut £835K from the school’s budget has been taken out of the proposal as well as the £50K saving on charging for food waste bags which will remain free to assist recycling rates and avoid WG  fines for being under target. On the capital side, further investment of £1.65m in our highways and structures with targeted work to improve the condition of our road infrastructure.
It is understood that approx. an extra £631K is expected for Monmouthshire from the additional £25m extra funding from the UK government for  local government for Wales as a whole. In addition, the council tax proposal from the Labour administration is to increase council tax by 7.8% rather than the original proposal of 7.5%, which will raise an additional sum of £202K. 

Unfortunately, Monmouthshire County Council  has little leg room on the financial side as it cannot rely on reserves due to a  general pattern of poor settlements for the revenue support grant for Monmouthshire from the Welsh Government with the original provisional settlement being an increase in revenue support grant of only 2.3% compared to an average of 3.1% for all Welsh Local Authorities.

The Cabinet documents can be found here:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=5406
County Council report of the 29th of February 2024

The County Council report covers the final budget proposals for 2023/24 as detailed in the Cabinet report of the 28th of February and implications for the Council tax bands which were approved by the Labour administration. It also covers the  MCC Strategic Equality Plan which has to be reported on every 4 years in line with the Public Sector Equality Duty in the Equality Act 2010, together with other reports. 

A motion supported by the Conservative group about Farmers in Wales was considered  and the worrying impact for them of the Sustainable Farming Scheme(SFS) proposals by the Welsh Government of 10% under tree cover as woodland or individual trees and 10% of each farm managed as habitat. The motion was approved on the basis of the Labour administration abstaining. The SFS is currently being consulted upon with a closing date of the 7th of March 2024. A link to the consultation can be found here:

https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-consultation
The County Council documents/reports can be found here:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5663&Ver=4

	

	

	85/23 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Plus any applications received after Agenda is issued.

a. New applications – DM/2023/00306 – No further comments 
b. Decisions and Appeals - 

c. Enforcement -       



· Clerk to request a monthly enforcement list for our area. 
· Clerk to seek clarity on why a piece of land to the right hand side of graveyard in Mounton has been cleared.  

86/23 CORRESPONDENCE AND FORTHCOMING MEETINGS   



	87/23
OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

	

	Community Resilience - Climate Emergency – 

Action Plan from MCC needed – Clerk to ask tree officer to look at the willows at sluice gate @ Mounton Brook as trees falling.
CPR training 
Feedback received was excellent enjoyed by everyone – Further session to be run in the Summer  
Clerk to re advertise and rebook when 10 more applicants are received  

	Pwllmeyric Co-Opt Vacancy – 
Clerk to readvertise as no candidates had come forward. 

Mounton Co-opt Vacancy – 
Clerk to readvertise as no candidate has come forward 
Date for Coffee Morning -   27th April 2024 10 till 12 


	88/23PROJECTS AWAITING COMPLETION

	

	Quote for items on Risk Assessments – still outstanding. 


	

	890/23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	

	Next meeting:  8th April 2024
Signed                                              Dated 
   

	

	

	


