Mathern                         
Community         

Council

	MINUTES FOR 13th May 2024

	

	
	

	

	1. Councillors Present -:

	

	a. Mathern: Cllr D Harris Cllr M Sidwell     
b. Mounton: - Vacancy 
c. Pwllmeyric: -.Cllr S Stevens,  G Page. 

d. County Councillor L Brown 

	
	

	2. Councillors Apologies-:

	

	a. Mathern: - None
b. Mounton: - One Vacancy 
c. Pwllmeyric–  None
d. Clerk J Kelley 

	
	

	3. Members of the Public: -
None 

	

	4.Member of Police 

	 
	

	None
	

	
	

	01/24 PROCEDURAL ITEMS
	

	
	

	1. Public Comment: -
Cllrs had been asked about the damaged styles at the top of Chapel Lane being replaced with more accessible spring gates.
Cllrs were advised of Japanese knotweed behind the Church near the pumping station.

2. To receive police report None received 
	

	

	None received – Clerk to chase.
	

	3. Apologies: -  
 None 

	 

	

	4. Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interest: -


	None 

	

	5. Minutes of the previous meeting: -



	a. RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting 11th March 2024 and 8th April 2024 as true and accurate records.   These were to be signed by Cllr D Harris To be placed on the Website.

	

	02/24 Finance 

	

	      a.  To consider approval of payments as per below. All approved.
b. Monthly Bank Reconciliation authorisation – January and February, March, April  
Were approved by Cllr M Sidwell. 
c. To approve appointment of internal auditor for 2024/2025 accounts.

Philip Brabon was approved for this.

d.  To approve advertising of grants available from 2024/2025 budget 

No Grants to consider 

Agreed for Clerk to advertise Grants available on website.

      e)  Adopt Annual Governance Statement Part 1 and 2.

           This was adopted and annual report and accounts to be submitted to Wales         Audit office for period 31 03 2024 
      f) Review Budget to spending consider EMR 

	          This to be completed and agenda for next meeting.  

	Receipts and Payments April/May   

Receipts -  Precept received 30 04 2024 - £7741.00

       VAT refund        02 05 2024    £449.30

02 04 2024

J Kelley  working home fee 

26.00 

05 04 2024

OVW (Membership) 

173.00

05 04 2024

Rialtus (accounts Fee ) 

332.40

08 04 2024

Stock It Ltd (License)

55.20

08 04 2024

Telephone Internet 

69.10

10 04 2024

Merlin Waste 

93.60

11 04 2024

Smart Pensions 

112.01

21 04 2024

Bank Charges 

5.00

30 04 2024

Salary 

760.37

30 04 2024

HMRC 

191.97

30 04 2024

J Kelley Home fee 

26.00

07 05 2024

Stock It Ltd 

55.20

10 05 2024

Smart Pensions 

141.19

10 05 2024

Merlin Waste (dog bin  collections)

93.60

10 05 2024

Telephone Clerk 

69.10



	03/24 Responses to queries raised at previous meetings:

	a) Update Welsh Water Meeting Re Mounton Brook 
Meeting held on  8th April – Welsjh water have identified other areas of ingress 

11 houses have outline planning in Shirenewton and this would cause more issues as capacity would be increase on the already inadequate system.

Fuding has been agreed for surface spill fund to carry out more surveys .

Next meeting July no date agreed County Cllr L Brown to chase this.

	

	b) Response from MCC re protocol when flood occur in Villages. 

Response from MCC
Highways Operations have confirmed that they have removed several trips worth of sediment and silt from the drainage system. They now believe the system is cleared however identified where the highway drainage discharges into a private garden/stretch of brook there may be growth and blockages causing the culverts to not achieve self cleansing velocities and therefore silting. In august 2023 we wrote to the landowner but did not receive a response. I will get a further letter sent out to them and will update once we have been out and clearance works undertaken. 

Cllrs responded to the above enforcing the need for maintenance to be ongoing to ensuring that the drains run clear and don’t get sediment and silted up again. 

04/24 HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATHS

Clerk to confirm highways re state of bus shelter in Mathern and near Hayesgate.

· Chase Highways re reflectors needed on bollards at St Tewdrics House

· Report undergrowth A48 on top of Pwllmeyric Hill – especially trees growing road side as you enter the village.

· Ask for schedule of weedkilling all roads in Mathern, Mounton and Pwllmeyric   
 

	

	05/24 COUNCILLORS REPORTS/CLERK REPORTS

a.   OVW– No updates.
     New model contract of employment document issued by OVW .

     Clerks contract to remain unchanged – consideration for the new contract to be given should a new clerk be employed. 

     Clerk to contact OVW re MCC stopping enforcement list due to Data Protection advise needed. 
b.   Defibrillator checks 

All checked and working.   
c.    County Councillor Brown advised:

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT MAY 2024

County Councillor Brown advised:

Place Committee 10th of April  2024

The Place Committee meeting  covered reports on the Climate and Emergency strategy.; The Nature recovery strategy including biodiversity and ecosystems resilience and green infrastructure and the Local Food Strategy. The reports can be found at the following link:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=5652
Individual Cabinet Member Decisions- 10th of April 2024

The reports confirmed  the public space protection order for dogs across Monmouthshire. As well as section 106 sums from developments and school catchment areas but  were not impacting  our local ward area. The reports can be found at the following link:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=144&MId=5408
People  Committee 16th of April  2024

The above meeting covered reports on the Empty homes update bringing them back into use and the Local Housing Market Assessment which unfortunately is not broken down into ward level:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=304&MId=5540
County Council -18th of April  2024

The County Council confirmed the urgent decision to purchase a property for 16+ residential care due to the need to use an end of year grant. In addition, the Council agreed a £3 million borrowing headroom for further properties for use for 16+ residential care in Monmouthshire. 

There were various motions including concern about the Standards Committee Chair resigning and the concern about the award of a milk contract to a diary business 100 miles away rather than a local one. This motion was amended by the Labour administration to indicate that the procurement would be reviewed as separate from the All-Wales Framework. The link to this meeting can be found below:

https://democracy.monmouthshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=143&MId=5414
High Beech Roundabout Update 18th of April 2024

One of the questions raised was about Chepstow’s transport infrastructure including  High Beech roundabout and the answer to this questions can be found in the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74kF3PYiyF0&t=19494s
Replacement Local Development Plan (RLDP Update)

A question was asked about information on the Gypsy and Traveller  site in relation to the RLDP  and the answer can be found below in the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74kF3PYiyF0&t=17972s
The following update on the RLDP has been provided by the Planning Policy Team in quote marks below:

“We are writing to provide you with an update on the timescale for the preparation of the Replacement Local Development Plan (RLDP). As you’ll be aware, we are currently working towards the Deposit Plan stage of the RLDP process which will set out the detailed policy framework and land use allocations for Monmouthshire up to 2033. 

The Deposit Plan was due to be published in late Spring 2024. However, the preparation of the Deposit Plan is ongoing and is due to be completed in September 2024. It is anticipated that political reporting to seek endorsement of the Deposit Plan for public consultation and subsequent statutory engagement/consultation will take place in Autumn 2024, although this will be dependent on the timing of the UK General Election.

The revised RLDP timetable will be set out in an updated Delivery Agreement which will be reported to Council at the same time as the Deposit Plan.

I trust this update is of assistance. If you have any queries regarding the process, please contact the Planning Policy Team planningpolicy@monmouthshire.gov.uk  Telephone: 01633 644429”.
20mph Consultation

The Head of Highways has indicated as follows (in quote marks and italics):

“If residents want to contact Monmouthshire County Council regarding the Welsh Government announcement (WG Press Release) that they will be revising the guidance on which local roads can be made exempt from 20mph they can do so here  https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit/ Welsh Government are keen to hear from residents which streets they think should be reverted back to 30mph. 

We need residents to submit their suggestions (along with valid reasons) for why a road should be made exempt from the 20mph national speed limit in Wales via an online form which we have developed, this can be accessed via this link https://www.monmouthshire.gov.uk/welsh-governments-default-20mph-speed-limit  

We will log their feedback and review it once the new exceptions guidance is available from the Welsh Government. We expect to receive this guidance by the summer. Current guidance on setting exceptions to the 20mph speed limit can be found here https://www.gov.wales/setting-exceptions-20mph-default-speed-limit-restricted-roads-html 

If their feedback/suggestion relates to a Trunk Road, these are not the responsibility of Local Authorities, they can  email TrunkRoads20mph@gov.wales  More information on Trunk Roads is available on Datamap Wales.

We won’t be logging any general comments about the 20mph National Policy, as this is a matter for the Welsh Government and Welsh Government Ministers. 

To ensure the team are not diverted from our main priority, keeping our highways safe, we will not be providing individual responses to 20mph enquiries.”

Local Note on 20mph Consultation
In our area, 20mph zones were  made in the villages of Mathern, Pwllmeyric, Shirenewton and Mynyddbach in the Shirenewton Ward, which were supported by the local residents.

The 30mph on the Pwllmeyric Hill is not listed as part of the exceptions to the 20mph default speed limit  as it was made by a separate traffic order and is therefore not part of this  W review at a local authority level of 20mph default speed limits. 

It is useful to note that the 20mph on the A48 into Chepstow town from the High Beech roundabout  is a trunk road.  

Any comments on trunk roads should be sent by email to TrunkRoads20mph@gov.wales
The link for any responses can be found here which should not be sent to MCC Highways



	d. Best Kept Garden as seen from the road side.  Cllrs S Stephens and Cllr J Harris 

Cllrs J Harris and Cllr S Stephens to meet to discuss this.

Cllrs were asked for suggestions for a judge for this year.  
e. Risk Assessments  
Following last year assessments three quotes had been requested to

1 Re paint War Memorial railings – two coat with hammarite metal paint.

2 5 Seats in village – paint or stain as required repair as needed prior to painting 

3 Telephone box – Prepare and make good prior to painting one undercoat and one gloss coat (pillar box red)   

Only one quote was received even after we chased contractors – Therefore the one quote was accepted £1400.00  
Cllr D Harris to complete Mathern Risk Assessments

Cllr S Stephens to complete Mounton and Pwllmeyric Assessments  
f. Annual Review of current policies 

All reviewed and no changes to be made. 

	

	06/24 PLANNING APPLICATIONS – Plus any applications received after Agenda is issued.

a. New applications –
DM/2024/00513 – Broadwinds – New detached garage and convert existing attached garage -  No Comments 
DM/2024/00526 – Millers Arms – Retention of timber building 

The proposal to permit the retention of the 'Dog House' was discussed in detail by Councillors. All Councillors unanimously agreed that the way the building has evolved without due respect to the Planning System was wrong. It ignored due process and had avoided the regular checks and balances in place to ensure any development complies with regulations and residents are given an open opportunity to comment on the same.
The intent, purpose and economics of the 'Dog House' was then discussed as presented in the Design Statement. It was agreed that there was a community benefit from the shed as it stands but there were concerns that the 'Dog House' may evolve further into a more permanent facility to the detriment of neighbours.

As a result the decision was put to vote and a 3 to 2 decision in favour of retention of the 'Dog House' resulted but only on the basis that conditions were applied to any consent given.

The conditions proposed are noted below

1. The 'Dog House' should at all times be recognised as a 'Temporary Building'.

2. The purpose of the shed is an outside covered seating area, complementing the business of the public house. Once this use ceases the 'Dog House' must be removed and the grass area reinstated.

3. No doors, windows or heating should be installed.

4. There should only be a low level of lighting provided internally and externally in line with that which exists presently.

5. The shed should remain unpainted, finished in natural wood.

6. No music should be permitted withing the shed, live or recorded
7. Emergency Fire Provisions to be in the area at all times inline with a dedicated Fire Risk Assessment

8. The external finishes of the shed are completed as intended (barge board cut back and RWP connected)

9. Emergency Exit signage installed as needed.

Planning response:
The proposal was discussed at depth by Councillors and the decision reached was to approve planning but with strict conditions as noted below:

Conditions 1 to 9 as noted above.

b. Decisions and Appeals - 

c. Enforcement -       



07/24 CORRESPONDENCE AND FORTHCOMING MEETINGS   

11 03 2024
Planning DM/2023/00306 Lady Mill Mounton Shed 

14 03 2024
Contract April 2024 Merlin Waste – Circulated

15 03 2024
Rialtus details on updating license 

17 03 2024
Invoice Village Hall £18.00 Paid 

18 03 2024
OVW Membership due 01 04 2024

20 03 2024
Damaged Footbridge – no time scale given (MCC response sent for more details)

21 03 2024
OVW Training List Circulated 

21 03 2024
OVW annual financial timetable Circulated 

22 03 2024
OVW meeting 18 04 2024 – 7pm Usk 

22 03 2024
MCC Road closure Mounton 

22 03 2024
MCC enforcement response re work opposite Mounton Church ongoing  

26 03 2024      Invoice Viking 

27 03 2024
Complaint receipt MCC E24/105 Mounton 

27 03 2024
MCC protocol flooding 

27 03 2024
S Stevens apologies Meeting 08 04 2024

27 03 2024
Question re installation of fibre past motorway bridge – Written to open reach for clarity 

28 03 2024      Response re damaged footbridge Quote 18877

29 03 2024
Invite and poster re new ministers 

01 04 2024
invoice Stock it Paid 55.20

01 04 2024
invoice Merlin Paid 93.60

01 04 2024
invoice Rialtus annual fees Paid 332.40

04 04 2024
Certificate S Stevens OVW training 

05 04 2024
OVW list training courses for Cllrs

07 04 2024
Apologies Cllr G page for 08 04 2024

07 04 2024
Post Sara for abseil 

08 04 2024
Update of meeting 08 04 Welsh Water 

08 04 2024
Vacancy O V W 

09 04 2024
Circulation from County Cllr L Brown re group ownership Fund 

10 04 2024
O V W Reminder Meeting 18 04 2024

12 04 2024
Details of fund Wales Church Fund – circulated to St Tewdrics Church Mathern 

15 04 2024
Innovative practice meeting 03 07 2024

16 04 2024
MCC Citizens advise Trustee meeting 

19 04 2024
MCC Delegated Panel 

19 04 2024
MCC Response re E24/097

19 04 2024
Information invoice Rhewll Farm for community benefit monies 

19 04 2024
OVW Awards conference 2024

22 04 2024
Insurance Renewal details required pictures of War Memorial 

22 04 2024
OVW Training free places 

23 04 2024
Delegated panel DM/2022/01670 

23 04 2024
Wales Audit Office details of audit cycle.

23 04 2024
M Sidwell approval of pay April 

24 04 2024
DM/2024/100513 planning 

24 04 2024
OVW update Wales Audit re Audit Cycle

24 04 2024
OVW details of new model contract of employment 

24 04 2024
Pictures of War Memorial 

24 04 2024 
Vacancy Pontypool Clerk 

24 04 2024
MCC Update R L D P 

26 04 2024
Receipt of invoice Solar Farm   - £1430.63

29 04 2024
Village Hall rent increase £10.00 from 01 09 2024

29 04 2024
Zurich update on war memorial and renewal of insurance fee £589.32( 3 year option) 

£631.47 1 year option.    Alternative quote requested by Prescott Jones in Swansea.  

03 05 2024
Renewal reminder letter Zurich 

06 05 2024
Receipt of schedule for a comparison quote for insurance 



	07/24
OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 

	

	

	Pwllmeyric Co-Opt Vacancy –  Clerk to re advertise 

Mounton Co-opt Vacancy –  Clerk to re advertise 
Date for Coffee Morning -   to be considered once RLDP dates are confirmed  
Website Updates  -  Clerk to update and contact Stock it Ltd with any issues 


	09/24  PROJECTS AWAITING COMPLETION

Clerk to send a welcome card to new Vicars and retirement card to Julian White 

	

	10/24  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	

	Next meeting: Monday 10th June 2024
Signed                                              Dated 
   

	

	

	


