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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of Mathern Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Line 12: Total fixed assets and long-term assets 

Total fixed assets has been disclosed as £18,223 on the Annual Return as at 31st 
March 2025. However the asset register provided to audit suggests the value of the 
Council’s fixed assets is £17,683. 

Salary point in clerk’s contract of employment 

The clerk’s contract of employment provided to audit in the ‘salary’ section has a 
placeholder, rather than specifying the spinal column point the clerk is to be paid at. 
Details of the clerk’s annual pay reviews are recorded in the Council’s minutes 

We recommend the Council review the clerk’s contract of employment and updates 
the version held to specify the approved SCP. 

Income from VAT reclaim 

During 2024-25 the Council received £499 of income from VAT reclaim. The VAT 
return provided to audit relates to the period 2024-25, however because the Council 
is preparing accounts on a receipts and payments basis third-party supporting 
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documentation was required to support the £499 of VAT reclaim income, which 
appears to relate to an earlier period. 

We recommend the Council provides all the information requested in the audit notice, 
in the case of receipts, the third-party supporting documentation that agrees the 
amount receipted. 

AGS and internal audit responses on trust funds not consistent 

On the Annual Governance Statement (AGS) the Council has ticked ‘not applicable’ 
to the Trust Funds assertion, however the Internal Auditor has ticked ‘yes’ rather than 
‘not applicable’. Ticking ‘yes’ in the AGS or Annual Internal Audit Report implies that 
the assertion is applicable. 

We recommend that the Council check the responses in both sections of the Annual 
Return for consistency prior to submission, and where a statement isn’t relevant to 
the Council ‘N/A’ should be ticked. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 12/02/2026 
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